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Animals and Spring Snow 
Visit the Retreat House

Spring always brings the animals back 
to the Retreat House (of course the 
deer are here year-round). (Right) 
Some young fawns look for greenery 
to nibble on. [photo by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]
The bull elk (below) has been a 
favorite this year.  He has visited 2 or 
3 times.  He is a gentle older bull and 
you can see the aged coloring of his 
nose. [photo by Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.]
Finally, a young bobcat (below right) 
appeared recently.  It was hunting 
some baby rabbits for a good meal. 
[photo by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]

This lovely bench was donated at Easter by one of our generous benefactors. 
Next time out you can enjoy it by visiting the lily pond. [photo by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]



Staff Departures
We are sad to announce that two of our staff have retired in the last six months.
Katie Miller retired on December 31, 2016 after over twenty-nine and a half years at the 
retreat house.  Katie worked in many positions during her time but most of it was spent as the 
reservation’s coordinator and over the last ten years as the marketing director.
In June Leo Fournier stepped down after nine years of service.  Leo was on our maintenance 
staff, coming to the retreat house after careers in the Air Force and at Lockheed Martin.
They will be greatly missed and we wish them well in their future.

Find & Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

Second Phase of Hermitage Repair

This past February the hermitages 
received a second much needed 
face-lift.
The most needed repair was to the 
chinking/caulking between the logs.  
It was in serious disrepair allowing 
too much air to enter the cabins.

In addition, the logs on the outside 
were media blasted (with ground 
walnut shells) to remove the old 
finish and then stained.  The 
interior logs were also cleaned and 
restained.  It took nearly $60,000 
to make the hermitages practically 
brand new again!

[photos by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]
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Spring Snow Damage Followed by New Life
A spring storm in late May brought about 15 inches of heavy wet snow.  While the snow only 
stayed on the ground and in the trees for a couple of days, the damage was done.  Over a 
dozen trees lost limbs, and in some cases it took days to a week for the limbs to fall off.  Below 
left is a picture when the storm finally subsided.  Below right is one of the most severely 
damaged pine trees.  A limb broke very close to the ground snapped taking out one side of 
the tree.   [photos by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]

Thanks to the hard work of our 
employee Helen and her husband 
Bob we have new life.  Where 
there was once an old planter 
box they created an entirely new 
sitting area.  This is just to the 
west of the building at the start of 
the path.

As you approach you will see a 
new planter box.  The box is filled 
with 10 “Fine Line Buckthron” 
bushes and 9 “Creeping Myrtle 
Alba” plants.

In the middle is the sitting 
area of red pavers which 
surrounds another beautiful 
box.  Here is planted a very 
hardy “Cockspur Hawthorn” 
tree.
At the western point a flower 
bed has been planted with 
“Bloody Cranesbill” from the 
Geranium family.

[photos by Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.]


